PRIVATE
Phat 303 Lead/Bass lines

Static explains how to create those spine tingling 303 lead lines. 

The 303 is and always has been to dance music, what Coca Cola is to the computer nerd, its pretty much required. The Roland synth (tb-303) that creates those pumping b-lines was originally intended to emulate a guitar, but after some innovative dance producers got a hold of it, it was realised it really does PUMP!

Start with a brand new song, and add the Jeskola Bass-3 generator. Run that through some reverb and then a plain old delay. Keep the reverb at factory default. Now set your BPM to about 145 BPM and your TPB(Ticks per beat) to 8, this is important due to the quick patterns we will be using. Then set your delay to 6 ticks and keep same feedback and wet output settings.

Now the Bass-3 setup I use emulates the classic bassline, not the squelching monster, the sound this creates is much more like the 303 u hear in trance tracks not "Acid" tracks, I'll teach you those next time.

Set your Bass-3 like so: Resonance to about 80 percent, Cutoff to about 10 percent, then set waveform to pulse. Roll your env mod to about 1/4 and decay about mid-way. Now tour ready to create your pattern.

Create a 16 length pattern in your bass-3 to start with. Now the trick with trance music is to use a fast one octave arpeggio. You start with a short note in octave 3, then after a space add a long note in one octave higher:
Note Length
00 C-3 --
01 --- --
02 C-4 03
03 --- --
04 --- --
05 --- --
06 C-3 --
07 --- --
08 C-4 03
09 --- --
10 --- --
11 --- --
12 C-3 --
13 --- --
14 C#4 02
15 --- --

Now add that pattern to your sequence and play, walah! a bassline. Now you can use your imagination to expand on this idea, using this kind of idea as your basis.

